The cell-death machine.
Apoptosis, or programmed cell death, is the physiological process whereby individual cells are deliberately eliminated to achieve homeostasis and proper metazoan development. Numerous genes have recently been identified that are involved in apoptosis: some are believed to encode death effectors, whereas others encode positive or negative regulators of the cell-death machine. Precisely how these various proteins interact in the molecular mechanism of apoptosis remains to be discovered.